UCD Professional Certificate/Diploma in Creativity & Innovation for Education

Due to the current Government restrictions around social distancing as a result of the outbreak of Covid19, this has meant that the Creativity & Innovation in Education programme will now be a fully immersive online experience. It is important to understand that the facilitated virtual experience will still be an experiential learning-by-doing programme.

The main platform for your experiential learning will be the Virtual Classroom on the Brightspace Virtual Learning Environment here at UCD – This is a user friendly virtual classroom which you will be given a link to. There may be a need to use the ZOOM platform over the duration of the programme as well. Don’t worry about the Technophobes out there – there will be plenty of help.

----------------------------------

Overview of Timetable
Each day there will be class from 9:30 – 13:00 & 14:00 – 16:30 (Ireland Time)

Each morning session will be a live online learning experience with the afternoon sessions focused more on self-directed, group work & reflection (albeit there will be a couple of afternoons within the three weeks where we will have live online sessions in the afternoon).

There will be a coffee break in the morning for approx. 15/20 mins and an hour for lunch.

The programme is broken down into 3 Modules:

Module 1: June 7th – 10th  - Creativity & Innovation 
This module will begin with a welcome to the overall programme and setting the scene for what is ahead. We will focus this module on framing and context and also on building a community of practice. There will be a focus of learning through doing with a number of creative and innovative challenges, creative teamwork exercises, Design Thinking and bringing a sense of creativity and innovation into your practice.

The morning session each day will be in the virtual classroom with your facilitator where you will be engaged in various individual and group exercises and challenges. The afternoon session for each day will vary depending on the day.  individual self-directed learning, the preparation of groupwork to the presentation of groupwork challenges which have been worked on during the morning. 

Thursday 10th June will be a full day as this is our designated Design Thinking Day

Module 2: June 13th – 17th. -  The Entrepreneurial Educator - ‘Lighting the Fire’
This week focuses on reimagining the learning experience
The theme of module 2 is based around bringing new thoughts to your practice.

We will be introducing you to The Festival of Education (FOE) concept where you and your team will design and present a new concept that reimagines the learning experience. Your work through the week will culminate in The Festival of Education which will be presented by each group on Thursday June 16th. 

The morning session each day in module 2 will be in the virtual classroom with your facilitator where you will be engaged in various individual and group exercises and challenges. During this week there will be lots of development time given to each group to work on their FOE presentations and therefore each afternoon from Monday 13th – Wednesday 15th will be given over to each group to work on their own with the option to take help and direction from your facilitator. 

A key part of Module 2 will be the interaction of National & International guest speakers who currently work in an education leadership role. 
Module 3: June 20st – 24th - Educator as Leader  -  ‘Shaping the Future’
This week focuses on leadership values and qualities in an educational context and also has a key focus on the Action Learning Project, which each learner will present on Thursday 23th June. This is one of the key deliverables on the Certificate programme and will demonstrate how you are going to effect change in your practice going forward. For those of you continuing with the Diploma, this will be the ignition for your External Action Learning Project.

During this week there will be a Key Note Speaker in a ‘Fireside Chat’ environment and there will be the opportunity to field questions. 

